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Governed by crooks 



DO YOU ever get the impression that the 
reins of power in this country have been 
taken over by a gang of criminals? 

We certainly do, as the population of 
Worthing and beyond continues to be ripped 
off time and time again by a series of massive 
scams. 

The basic theme is always the same - 
public money is redirected into the coffers of 
huge, greedy businesses by their mates in 
government. 

We saw it with PFI projects - in which 
the taxpayer ends up hugely out of pocket 
and the lucky contractors are quids in. 

We see it with pointless wars - where 
thousands of lives are sacrificed and billions 
of taxpayers’ money spent in order to keep 
the arms manufacturers, oil firms and others 
making money. 

We see it with the top-up benefits paid to 
people in low-paid jobs. Why should the rest 
of us chip in to save the likes of Tesco from 
paying decent wages that people can actually 
live off, when they are raking in millions and 
millions of pounds in profits? 

We see it again in workfare. Jobless 
people are made to work at supermarkets 
and elsewhere for just their Jobseekers’ 
Allowance. This is unfair to them ( whatever 
happened to the minimum wage?), unfair on 
the existing staff who are denied badly- 
needed hours, unfair on people looking for 
paid vacancies and unfair on taxpayers, who 
are funding free labour for businesses per¬ 
fectly able to pay for it. 

In effect, the firms using workfare are 
stealing from the rest of us, aided and abet¬ 
ted by their chums in power. 

Meanwhile, those same supermarkets are 
allowed to spread all over the place, wiping 


out small traders. Look at the domination of 
Tesco in Worthing, the new As da coming to 
Ferring, the doubling in size of Sainsburv s 
at Rustington. 

We also see the same insidious process at 
work with property development. As we 
have pointed out already, the “pro-country¬ 
side” Tories are scrapping previous restraints 
and paving the way for property firms to 
profit from the rape of our rural heritage. 

As well as the 700 homes at West 
Durrington and the thousands of homes 
planned for the Arun district between Ferring 
and Felpham, there are plans for an 11,500- 
home new town at Savers Common , for 
4,500 homes and an industrial estate north of 
Horsham - the list lengthens every day. 

More homes means more roads, which is 
great news for the construction industry - the 
once-shelved bypass of Arundel bypass is 
back on the agenda, putting wetlands and 
woods at risk. 


Of course, while it may be immoral, 
there is nothing illegal under our current 
system in politicians working closely with 
the dynamic entrepreneurs of the business 
community and it is no doubt a complete 
porkin’ coincidence that construction and 
property firms gave £510,000 to the Tory 
Party between July and December last year - 
more than £2,700 a day ( Daily Telegraph, 
February 22). 

But readers may recall our expose (in 
May 2002) of Heron Group boss Gerald 
Ronson, the money man and property devel¬ 
oper behind the West Durrington Consortium 
of Titnore Woods fame. 

Ronson is an actual convicted criminal, 
having been found guilty of one charge of 
conspiracy, two of false accounting and one 
of theft in August 1990, as part of the notori¬ 
ous Guinness insider share dealing scandal. 

He was made a CBE in the 2012 New 
Year’s Honours! 


Is the Bottomley family batting for the NHS or for BUPAP 


WORTHING West MP Peter Bottomley 
was one of the most prominent figures in 
the KWASH campaign to protect local NHS 
hospitals a few years back. 

As we’ve noted before, though, he 
seems to be keeping rather quiet on the 
issue now that his own Conservative Party 
are back in power. 

Indeed, he didn’t seem at all enthusias¬ 
tic about protecting the integrity of our 
health services in a House of Commons 
vote on January 16 this year. 

A motion was put forward recognising 
a need “for agreed limits on private sector 
involvement in the NHS” and noting with 


concern “the Government’s plans to open 
up the NHS as a regulated market”. 

Bottomley voted against, along with 
fellow Worthing ‘NHS champion’ Tim 
Loughton and most of their Tory chums. 

Meanwhile, in a completely separate 
development, some fascinating research 
has been published at http://socialinvesti- 
gations.blogspot.com. This provides a long 
list of parliamentarians and their links with 
the private health sector, which would 
undoubtedly benefit from the privatisation 
of the NHS which started with New 
Labour and continues today. 

One familiar name there is our former 


MP, Baron Higgins of Worthing , who 
apparently holds more than £50,000 of 
shares in Lansdowne UK Equity Fund , 
backers of private hospital group Circle 
Holdings . 

Another is a certain Baroness 
Bottomley of Nettlestone . The former 
Health Secretary shares her husband 
Peter’s enthusiasm for the Tories’ latest 
attack on the NHS, having declared: “I 
give this Bill an unequivocal and extraor¬ 
dinarily warm welcome.” 

Virginia Bottomley also happens to 
be a director of the private hospital, 
health insurance and care group BUPA . 











































The Herald, Harty and Hitler 


WE HAVE often wondered why exactly the Worthing Herald sees fit 
to publish on its news pages each week the repetitive regurgitations 
of local undertaker Ian Hart,or Harty, as he is imaginatively known. 

Readers may remember that he came to our attention back in 
2006, when he had a go at Titnore Woods protesters ( see issue 77). 
Then in 2008 he was suspended from local radio for insulting dis¬ 
abled people on air. And on February 9 2012 a letter in the Herald 
from Bill Geddes drew our attention to the fact that Hart is still com¬ 
ing out with the same hackneyed old prejudices - week after week 
after week. 

We leafed through our carefully curated back catalogue of 
Worthing Heralds to see just how bad the situation is getting and we 
are sorry to report that the news is grim. 

Back on November 10 Hart made a reference to “members of our 
burgeoning ‘underclass’, fresh from their labours in this summer’s 
riots”. On November 17 the columnist condemned “everything that 
is wrong with this country - dysfunctional families predominantly 
living out their lives via the benefit system.” On December 1 Hart 
wrote of “the underclass continually sponging off the state” while, 
interestingly,.on December 15 he observed that “a number of people 
seem content to sit on their backsides and sponge off the state”. 
New year, same old column, as on January 26 the ever-inventive 
social commentator declared: “We have too many spongers, who 
have no intention of working and just want to draw off the system. 
Stop that, and we might have half a chance of getting this country 
back on track. If we don’t, the underclass will eventually bleed this 
country dry.” 

On February 16 Hart even considered the letter of criticism an 
invitation to spew forth more of the same talk about “a number of 
people who do nothing, yet draw money from the system.” 

The funny thing is, though, that not all ‘spongers off the state’ 
meet with the disapproval of this particular upstanding member of 
Worthing’s business community. In his February 8 column, Hart 
stormed to the defence of one of Britain’s most justifiably hated men, 
RBS banker fat cat Stephen Hester . Angry at criticism of the multi¬ 
millionaire, Hart fumed: “Banking has clearly become a dirty word, 

Police are watching you... 

EVER since we started up this newsletter in 1997, we’ve been warn¬ 
ing that Britain is in danger of turning into a police state. It gives us 
no pleasure at all to report that we are still being proved right. 

The latest update on the theft of our freedom came from The 
Daily Telegraph on February 18: “Details of every phone call and 
text message, email traffic and websites visited online are to be 
stored in a series of vast databases under new Government anti-ter¬ 
ror plans. For the first time, the security services will have wide¬ 
spread access to information about who has been communicating 
with each other on social networking sites such as Facebook. 

“Direct messages between subscribers to websites such as 
Twitter would also be stored, as well as communications between 
players in online video games.Under the scheme the security ser¬ 
vices would be granted ‘real time’ access to phone and internet 
records of people they want to put under surveillance, as well as 
the ability to reconstruct their movements through the information 
stored in the databases.” 

... and chasing themselves! 

THE only good news amidst this tide of repression (see above) is the 
reassuring incompetence of those charged to carry it out. 

The Sussex constabulary continued to creatively blur the bound¬ 
aries between policing and comedy with a classic real-life farce 
involving an over-enthusiastic copper and a undisclosed Sussex 
town’s CCTV’s cameras ( Daily Telegraph . , February 7). Alerted by 
the control room to the presence of a dodgy-looking individual in his 
area, the plain-clothed custodian of law and order set off in frantic 
pursuit, dashing round the streets after the suspected ne’er-do-well, 
while the camera operators assured him he was hot on the villain’s 
heels. Red faces for the boys in blue when it turned out he’d been 
chasing himself! 

* Factfile: 20 serving Sussex Police officers have criminal 
convictions ( The Argus . January 3) - 900 across the country! 

www.eco-action.org/porkbolter 


and this ongoing saga has produced many victims, none more so than 
a hard-working, honest man who was good at what he did, yet pub¬ 
lic opinion dictates he can’t get paid what he’s earned, on a par with 
Communism some might say.” Communism? Errr, right you are Ian. 

In many circumstances, the fervour of Hart’s reactionary views 
might lay him open to accusations of belonging to the extreme right 
of the political spectrum, especially when you consider that the 
German equivalent of ‘underclass’ is the ‘Untermensch’ that the 
Nazis were so keen to exterminate. 

But there is no suggestion of any racist angle to Hart’s views - at 
least not in his Herald columns... We are, however, indebted to Dan 
Thompson for forwarding us a copy of a Facebook entry by Hart in 
which he makes a rather unfunny joke about benefit claimants not 
speaking English. On the very same page, we also see his sugges¬ 
tions for personal guests on a fantasy coach party, in which he con¬ 
cludes: “I will round the ten off with Mr Adolf Hitler.” Hitler? And 
why, Harty, pray tell? “Just to add some humour to the trip.” 

Hmmm.. Could this be the final nail in the coffin of the chirpy 
undertaker’s less-than-illustrious journalistic career? 


Pork-scratchings 


MANY of us will have mixed feelings about E.On s plans for a mas¬ 
sive 195-turbine wind farm off the coast, stretching all the way 
from here to Seaford in East Sussex. It’s obviously preferable to 
another coal-fuelled power station or, heaven forbid, a nuclear plant. 
But wouldn’t it be better to reduce the energy we use as the insane 
clockwork of industrial ‘civilisation’ ticks towards the inevitable 
hour of environmental oblivion? More online on our new Hogblog 

at www.eco-action.org/porkbolter/ hogblog.html 

* * * 

SPRING is in the air and the nature-loving Worthing Downlanders are 
staging a musical spectacular to celebrate. Ostara is on Sunday March 
18 at The Sidney Walter Centre in Sussex Road, Worthing, 2pm to 

8pm. £7 in advance, £8 on door, www.worthingdownlanders.org.uk 

* * * 

RESIDENTS of New Parade in Worthing will have to forgive us for 
laughing out loud at the page two headline in the Worthing Herald on 
February 9: “Fury as fish-shaped flower bed is filled.” Not the most 
insidious example of‘austerity’ cuts, but since they feel so strongly, it’s 

surprising they haven’t resorted to a spot of guerrilla gardening... 

* * * 

NOT content with monitoring our emails and phone calls, our Lords 
and Masters are now trying to get inside our heads. The Observer 
reported on January 15 that the big global corporations are “turning to 
mind-reading technology”. And guess who’s one of the clients of 
Neurosense ;, one of the firms involved in this ultimate intrusion - 
Worthing’s biggest drug dealer, GlaxoSmithKline . 

* * * 

TOP TIP. If you want to see some entertaining local video footage, type 

“Occupy Worthing” into YouTube . 

* * * 

WE are bemused by entries on Worthing MP Tim Loughton s declara¬ 
tions of interests showing payments received for completing ‘surveys’ 
- up to £150 a time from the likes off MORI and YouGov. Other MPs 
are getting similar sums. Maybe Tim’s hard-up constituents might like 
to write to him and ask if he can get them on this rather lucrative list? 

Your crime-fighting Porkbolter 

THE PORKBOLTER is a totally independent newsletter produced 
for and by Worthing folk. In a world run by criminals, we’d like to 
think that we could in many ways be seen as the People’s Police 
Force. We will shortly be applying for batons and tasers. To get the 
next six issues through the post send a donation of £3 or more 
payable to The Porkbolter at PO Box 4144, Worthing BN14 7NZ. 
You can also pick up a copy at ‘Green’ at 63 Victoria Road, Worthing 
(near the station). Or read it at www.eco-action.org/porkbolter, which 
includes an events section. We also run an email list - with regular 
updates - which you can join on request from porkbolter@eco- 
action.org, and issue occasional Tweets via @porkbolter. 

porkbolter@eco-action.org 
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